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JuL
812

20-26

AUG
113

2130

SEP
1

N

23-24

Ninety-Nines
International Conference
San Diego, California

2 ninety-nines.org

Deadline for submitting
Professional Pilot Leadership
Initiative (PPLI) Application for
Mentoring Autumn Session

O ninety-nines.org/resourses.htm

EAA AirVenture Oshkosh
Oshkosh, Wisconsin
O eaa.org/airventure

Palms to Pines Air Race
O palmstopinesairrace.com/

Northwest Section

Fall Meeting

Teton Valley, Idaho

4 Beth Chapple,
bethchapple@gmail.com

International Forest of
Friendship 50th Anniversary
“World Friendship through Flight”
Induction Ceremony

Atchison, Kansas

o ifof.org

4th Female Instructor
Pilots Meeting (FIPM)
Reykjavik & Husafell, Iceland
D elevatetheline.com/events
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SEP (cont)
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Fall Meeting
Las Vegas, Nevada

0 sws9gs.org/events/fall-section/

Southeast Section

Fall Meeting

Nashville, Tennessee

2 nashvilleggsmeeting@gmail.com

Deadline for Fall First Wings

Awards Application

O ninety-nines.org/amelia-earhart-
scholarships-awards.htm

Mid-Atlantic Section

Fall Meeting

4 Maria Esparraguera
mdesgirt@comcast.net

North Central Section

Fall Meeting

Indianapolis, Indiana

Indiana Chapter

4 Erin Hammer,
erin@hammergrip.tv

South Central Section
Fall Meeting

Tyler, Texas

Texas Dogwood Chapter

Little Flyer’s Trick or Treat
Fayette County Airport,

Somerville, Tennessee

Memphis Chapter

NOv
6-7

International Board of
Directors Meeting
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma

O HQ@ninety-nines.org

2027

JAN
15

MAR
5-6

23-25

SEP
812

Deadline for submitting
Professional Pilot Leadership
Initiative (PPLI) Application for
Mentoring Spring Session

O ninety-nines.org/resourses.htm

International Board of Directors
Spring Meeting

Oklahoma City, Oklahoma

2 HQ@ninety-nines.org APR

Southeast Section
Spring Meeting
Jonesborough, Tennessee
4 Mary Woody
mmh.woody@gmail.com

Ninety-Nines International
Conference
Sydney, Australia

MAGAZINE SUBMISSION
DEADLINES
are one month prior to issue date.
SEP/OCT issue deadline: Aug 1.

Check the online calendar
for the latest information.
O ninety-nines.org/calendar.htm

IN SEARCH OF SERIOUS SLEUTHS

Help Us Continue Our Charter Member Project

The 99s Publications Committee has undertaken the very important project of featuring The 99s’
charter members in the Ninety-Nines magazine. It is our intention to shine a light on all 99 of them
in the issues leading up to The 99s’ 100th anniversary. This project entails significant research, since
many charter members married several times — so they’ll have several name changes — and often
little is written about their aviation accomplishments. Once the research is complete, a 400-500-word
/ write-up must be submitted to the Publications Committee, along with a high-resolution photo of the

e charter member. While this is a great way for a 99 member to contribute to The 99s, others outside

the organization can contribute to the project and will be given credit for their assistance.

If you have a love of history and research and are looking for a way to contribute to The 99s right now,

Contact Lori at 99spubschair@gmail.com and join the team.



The President’s Message

President Hadfield’s
Final Message

As I write my final President’s Message for The Ninety-Nines
magazine, I do so with a full heart. Serving as your International
President for the past four years — two terms — has been one of
the greatest honors of my aviation journey.

. W I5m The Ninety-Nines is a long-established and remarkable organization of
. ‘ women pilots, built on friendship, mutual support, education, service,
Robin Hadfield and a shared love of flight. To have had the opportunity to help lead this

President organization has been both humbling and deeply rewarding.
The Ninety-Nines, Inc.

president@ninety-nines.org Over these past four years, I've had the privilege of meeting so many

incredible members from around the world. I've visited with chapters,
sections, committees, trustees, scholarship recipients, volunteers, new pilots, experienced aviators, and
longtime members whose dedication continues to inspire me. Everywhere I've gone, I've seen the same
spirit that has carried The Ninety-Nines forward since 1929: women supporting women in aviation.

I've also had the privilege of working with two wonderful International Boards of Directors, as well

as our Headquarters staff, committee chairs, trustees, and countless volunteers. Their commitment,
professionalism, and love for this organization have made an enormous difference. Leadership in The
Ninety-Nines is never the work of one person. It is the result of many hands, many voices, and many
hearts working together for the good of our members.

During the past four years, we’ve welcomed more than 1,000 new members into The Ninety-Nines.
Growth is exciting, but it also reminds us of our responsibility. Welcoming a new member is only the
beginning. Helping her feel that she belongs, that she is seen, and that she has a place in this organization
is what truly matters.

We have also taken important steps to strengthen the support available to our members and leaders. The
hiring of a full-time Executive Director has been a significant milestone for The Ninety-Nines, helping us
move forward with stronger operational leadership and a greater focus on long-term planning. We've also
added support through accounting and membership coordination, ensuring that our members, chapters,
sections, and leaders have people they can turn to for questions, guidance, and assistance.

Another initiative that has been especially meaningful to me is the creation of the monthly Chapter
Leadership Roundtable. These gatherings have brought chapter executive teams together to learn from
one another, share ideas, mentor each other, and work through challenges. From fundraising and
outreach programs to membership engagement and leadership transitions, these conversations have
shown the power of connection. No chapter needs to feel that it is working alone. Across The Ninety-
Nines, there is a wealth of experience, creativity, and encouragement ready to be shared.

As we continue to grow, one of our greatest opportunities is to strengthen the sense of belonging and
involvement among all members. Every member has a story. Every chapter has achievements to celebrate.
Every section has ideas that may inspire others. I encourage chapters to share member milestones,
achievements, events, scholarship successes, first solos, new ratings, community outreach, and special
projects — not only within your own chapter, but also with the wider Ninety-Nines community.

Please cross-post and share these moments with our International Facebook group and Instagram page.
We want to celebrate with you. When one member earns a certificate, receives an award, completes a first
flight, mentors a student pilot, organizes an event, or gives back to her aviation community, that success
belongs to all of us. Sharing these stories helps members feel connected, reminds new members they are
part of something larger, and shows the world the strength and spirit of The Ninety-Nines.

I would also like to extend my sincere congratulations to the newly-elected International Board of
Directors, the trustees elected to serve our four trusts, and the members elected to the Nominating
Committee. Thank you for stepping forward to serve. The future of The Ninety-Nines depends on
members who are willing to give their time, energy, and leadership to this organization. I know you will
carry forward the mission of The Ninety-Nines with care, vision, and dedication.

Continued on page 6 >

ninety-nines.org
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The President’s Message (Cont..)

To those who have been serving and are now
completing their terms, thank you. Your
work, often done quietly and behind the
scenes, has strengthened this organization.
Leadership in The Ninety-Nines requires
time, patience, and commitment, and your
service is deeply appreciated.

As my term as International President comes
to a close, I find myself reflecting not only

on what we have accomplished, but also on
what makes The Ninety-Nines so special.

It is not simply our history, although our
history is extraordinary. It is not only our
scholarships, our programs, our museums,
our conferences, or our chapters, although
each of these is important. What makes The
Ninety-Nines truly special is our members.

You are the heart of this organization.

You are the mentors who answer late-night
questions from student pilots. You are the
chapter officers who organize meetings,
fly-outs, fundraisers, and outreach events.
You are the scholarship reviewers, museum
volunteers, committee members, section
leaders, conference planners, and quiet
encouragers. You are the women who
celebrate each other’s successes and help
each other through challenges. You are the
reason The Ninety-Nines continues to grow,
adapt, and remain relevant nearly a century
after our founding.

Although this is my final President’s
Message, you are not rid of me yet. I will
continue to serve on the International Board
for the next two years as Immediate Past
President, and I look forward to supporting
the incoming leadership and continuing to
serve this organization we all love.

I hope to see many of you at our
International Conference in San Diego,

July 8-12, 2026. Conferences are always a
wonderful opportunity to reconnect with

old friends, make new ones, celebrate
accomplishments, learn together, and renew
our shared commitment to The Ninety-
Nines.

Thank you for your trust, your support,

your encouragement, and your friendship
over these past four years. Thank you for
allowing me the privilege of serving as your
International President. It has been an honor
I will always treasure.

With gratitude and blue skies,

Robin Hadfield
President, The Ninety-Nines, Inc.

ninety-nines.org

Executive Director Message

Headquarters
and Operations

Headquarters operations continue to

center on providing thoughtful, consistent
support to members through strong daily
management, careful stewardship of our
facilities, and strategic investments that
enhance the overall member experience.
While much of this work happens behind the
scenes, it plays an essential role in ensuring
that members feel supported, connected,
and well served.

b N\

Jill van Egmond

Executive Director
The Ninety-Nines, Inc.

In recent months, several facility improvements have been completed to maintain
and strengthen our physical space. These include repairs to building exterior

and parking lot lighting, plumbing updates, wall repairs within the Museum of
Women Pilots, and the installation of a high-density filing system designed to
improve records management, increase storage capacity, and enhance overall
operational efficiency. Restoration of the compass rose, one of Headquarters’ most
recognizable and meaningful features, is also underway, helping to preserve both
the character and history of the property. Collectively, these efforts support a safe,
well-functioning environment while strengthening the organization’s ability to
manage its resources effectively.

At the same time, we are making important investments in the systems that
support how we serve our members. Implementation of NEON CRM, a cloud-
based database system, is well underway and will significantly strengthen our
ability to manage membership records, communications, events, and donor
engagement. This transition is designed to improve efficiency, enhance data
accuracy, and reduce administrative workload, allowing staff to focus more fully
on member-facing priorities. To complement these efforts, we have engaged
Diverse CTI, a cybersecurity firm, to help ensure that our systems meet current
security standards and that member and organizational information remains
well protected.

Financial stewardship remains a central priority and is closely aligned with
advancing the organization’s mission. We continue to approach budgeting with
care, identifying opportunities to manage expenses responsibly while maintaining
the effectiveness and quality of our programs and operations. In parallel,
development of a fundraising plan for the 2026—2027 fiscal year is underway,
with a focus on strengthening long-term sustainability and ensuring continued
support for the programs and services members value most.

We are also expanding efforts to deepen community engagement and elevate
awareness of The Ninety-Nines. Planning is currently underway for a Plane

Pull fundraising event, offering a unique opportunity to engage the public while
supporting the organization’s mission. In addition, we continue to support the
development of the Bessie Coleman Observation Garden through the Oklahoma
City MAPS 4 initiative, an exciting project that honors a pioneering aviator while
creating a lasting public space for education and inspiration. These initiatives
reflect a broader commitment to building meaningful partnerships and extending
our reach within the community.

Equally important are the ongoing conversations with members, section
governors, and chapter chairs. These discussions provide valuable perspective and
insight, helping us better understand evolving needs and ensuring that planning,
communication, and organizational priorities remain grounded in the member
experience.

It is a privilege to serve as Executive Director and to work alongside a dedicated
International Board of Directors, staff, and members who are deeply committed to
the mission. Together, we are building on a strong foundation, and I look forward
to the continued progress and opportunities that lie ahead.
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Holding Short

Wright Brothers Master
Pilot Awardees

Cecelia Stratford, March 2026,
Ventura County Chapter

Lucy Young, February 2026,
Eastern New England Chapter

Ron Cahill, 49 2 of Bernadette Cabhill,
February 2026, Mississippi Chapter

The Wright Brothers Master Pilot Award

is named in honor of Orville and Wilbur
Wright, who were two American aviation
pioneers credited with inventing, building,
and flying the world’s first successful
motor-operated airplane. The Wright Flyer
flew on December 17, 1903, at Kitty Hawk,
North Carolina.

The Wright Brothers Master Pilot

Award is the most prestigious award

the FAA issues to pilots. This award

is to recognize individuals who have
exhibited exemplary aviation expertise,
distinguished professionalism, and
steadfast commitment for at least 50 years
of piloting experience.

There are certain eligibility requirements.
One is the effective start date for the 50
years is the date of the nominee’s first

solo flight or military equivalent. An
applicant does not have to be currently
flying to apply. Applications are available
on the FAA website under Pilots — Wright
Brothers Master Pilot Award — FAASTeam.

If you or your 49%2 would like to be
included, please email your name,
month/year received, and chapter name
to PatOhlsson@fly-in.com

(Reference: 99 WBMPA)

REPORTING POINTS
Pikes Peak Chapter

- Sarah Nguyen, Publicity Chair,

Stacy Pritts with her DPE Kevin Dunshee upon
passing her CFI check ride.

Stacy Pritts, Scholarship Chair of the
Pikes Peak Chapter, passed her CFI check

ride on May 8. Upon her return, she was
immediately offered a position at the
Rocky Mountain Flight Training Center.

Melissa Kurrle with Tim Haynie and DPE for
Tim’s check ride, Jim Fleming.

Melissa Kurrle, Secretary of the

Pikes Peak Chapter, observed her first
commercial student pass his check ride on
March 24. Then on April 18, she endorsed
and witnessed her first student’s solo in his
endeavor to become a private pilot.

Michigan Chapter Members
- Barb Vukits, Michigan Chapter

Rebecca Durbin was the featured
guest speaker, along with another fellow
Marine helicopter pilot, at a career day at
Jacksonville Commons Middle School in
North Carolina. Rebecca’s Marine Aircraft
Group 26 (MAG-26) unit adopted the
school, and she has assisted with several
other events in the past. Rebecca shared
that, “the kids loved putting the gear on,
and the girls were very excited to see
women pilots.”

Reba Milow left for her military training
in early May.

Casey Raymond Graduates
- Lori Plourd, Katahdin Wings Chapter

Katahdin Wings Chapter is proud
to announce Chapter Chair Casey
Raymond has completed the Bachelor of
Science in Aviation program and the A&P
mechanics program at the University of
Maine at Augusta (UMA). She graduated
on May 9, 2026. During the ceremony,

she was presented with the Kathleen
Dexter Distinguished Student Award, a
prestigious honor presented by UMA to

a graduating student who demonstrates
excellence in academic achievement,
extracurricular leadership, and community
service. Named for a former UMA Dean of
Students, it highlights exemplary student
contributions. Casey recently opened

a flight school, Wildshore Aviation, at
Belfast Municipal Airport (KBST), in
Belfast, Maine.

A Spin Winner
- Lois Horne, Chair, Memphis Chapter

. | G pt

Alisa Permaul received a Spin
Endorsement voucher from Pete Reddan
with Vapor Global Aviation at a Memphis
99s Soup & Slice event.

ninety-nines.org



\ .

Holding Short

All-Ohio Chapter Members

- Margaret Hazlett,
Secretary, All-Ohio Chapter

7| Two All-Ohio

\ Chapter members
have passed

the written test
portion of training:
Gabby Tan for
Instrument, and
First Wings Award
recipient Jodie-
Lee Hostetler for
Private Pilot.

Jodie-Lee Hostetler

Finger Lakes Chapter
Member Chosen to
Participate in Author’s
Corner at EAA Airventure

Author and illustrator of I See An
Airplane Up In The Sky, Sheila M.
Young has been selected to participate
in Experimental Aircraft Association’s
Author’s Corner in Oshkosh, Wisconsin,
July 20-26, 2026. The event allows
readers and aviation enthusiasts to
participate in meet-and-greets with

ninety-nines.org

authors, share stories and leave with
personalized and signed copies of their
favorite aviation books.

Airventure also has a special component
and building called Womenventure where
Ms. Young will be for an animated reading
of her book and book signing on Thursday,
July 23. She’ll be at the Wearhouse on
Monday, July 20 and Wednesday, July 22,
for meet-and-greets and book signings.

Sheila is very excited about having the
opportunity to meet and inspire aviation
enthusiasts of all ages (girls and guys) to
go chase their BIG DREAMS to FLY!! If
you're at Oshkosh, please stop by and say
hello and grab some personalized copies
of her book to share with the current or
future pilots in your life. Visit Sheila’s
website at SheilaMYoung.com or follow
her on Instagram at Sheila.M.Young.

Hilda Ray Honored
in Her Hometown

Elena Ray, granddaughter of Alabama
Chapter member Hilda Ray, has reached
out to let us know Hilda has been honored
by a local museum in her hometown of
Jasper, Alabama, where she still resides
today. Elena said, “The 99s changed my

grandmother’s entire life...and for the
good. Throughout her time with The 99s,
she has served in many leadership roles,
including Vice Governor and Treasurer
of the Southeast Section, serving on

the Endowment Fund committee, and
holding many positions on the Alabama
Chapter board. Her exhibit is currently
featured at the Bankhead House &
Heritage Center in recognition of her
extraordinary accomplishments and
lifelong contributions to aviation.

“Hilda Ray was the very first female pilot
in Walker County, Alabama, to obtain

her pilot’s certificate. In fact, she earned
her Private, Commercial, and Instrument
ratings all within the same year. In honor
of her accomplishments and her leadership
in the community, she was presented with
an official proclamation from the State

of Alabama and has had three streets in
Jasper named in her honor.

“She has remained a passionate supporter
and advocate of The 99s throughout the
years, and I simply wanted to share this
wonderful news with an organization that
has meant so much to her life and legacy.”

Southeast Section Museum Challenge!

- Marilyn Shafer, Governor, Southeast Section

At our Spring Section Meeting in Sarasota, Florida, the membership voted
to help the museums in this, their time of need. The Southeast Section has
reconfigured its budget to aid the museums needing support.

We are donating $2,000 to each museum:

« Amelia Earhart Birthplace Museum www.ameliaearhartmuseum.org

» Museum of Women Pilots www.museumofwomenpilots.org

Both of these entities are supported and run by The 99s and
WE INVITE YOU to meet or exceed our donation!

Let’s step up and keep our heritage viable for the future.




Reports
2026 INTERNATIONAL ELECTION FINAL RESULTS

Board, Nominating Committee Members, and Trustees

This International election included four Officer positions (President, Vice
President, Secretary, and Treasurer), two Director positions, three members
of the Nominating Committee, two trustees for the Amelia Earhart Birthplace
Museum (AEBM), two trustees for the Amelia Earhart Memorial Scholarship
Fund (AEMSF), one trustee for the Endowment Fund, and two trustees for
The 99s Museum of Women Pilots (MWP).

The International election was held from March 15, 2026, to May 1, 2026.
ElectionBuddy was used as our service provider, and they managed all ballots
whether electronic or paper.

There were 7,600 eligible voters; 1,953 ballots were returned, including 1,875
electronic and 778 paper ballots, or 25.7% of the total ballots distributed. Two

printed ballots reported as non-delivered were re-issued via email using their
original access code(s) to secure against any member voting twice.

ELECTED WERE THE FOLLOWING:

President

Terry Carbonell
Paradise Coast Chapter,
Southeast Section

Vice-President
Janet Patton
Ambassador Chapter,
South Central Section

Secretary

Aileen Coverdell
Mid-Columbia Chapter,
Northwest Section

Treasurer

Maria Lamia
Blue Ridge Chapter,
Southeast Section

' Director
. Teresa Camp
| Oklahoma Chapter,
" South Central Section

Director

Heather Grimes
Florida Goldcoast Chapter,
Southeast Section

THANK YOU to all the candidates who ran for office and to all the eligible voters
who cast a ballot.

Over the coming months, the Election Procedures Committee will conduct
demographic analysis of the voting results to try and find ways to encourage more
members to participate in the voting process and to reduce the use of printed ballots.

Please make sure your member information including email address and cell phone
number (for text notifications) are updated and correct in The 99s database if you
choose to vote electronically, or your mailing address if you wish to receive a paper
ballot. Online voting is secure, efficient, and the most cost-effective way to hold

the election.

Election Procedures Committee: Kathy Fox, Chair, Deb Henneberry, Gretchen Jahn

MEMBERS OF THE
NOMINATING COMMITTEE:

Anita Mixon
Treasure Coast Chapter,
Southeast Section

Kathy Lester-Ross
Wisconsin Chapter,
North Central Section

Judi Oswald
Eastern New England Chapter,
New England Section

AEBM

Karin Rodland
Columbia Cascade Chapter,
Northwest Section

AEBM

Sherry LeMaster
Maui Chapter,
Southwest Section

AEMSF

Susan Passmore
Old Dominion Chapter,
Mid-Atlantic Section

AEMSF

Madeleine “Emmy” Dillon
San Diego Chapter,

Southwest Section

Endowment Fund
Rosanne Isom

New Jersey Chapter,

New York-New Jersey Section

MWP

Leslie Prellwitz
Chicago Area Chapter,
North Central Section

MWP

Alexandra Kindrat
Eastern Ontario Chapter,
East Canada Section

ninety-nines.org
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Reports

MUSEUM OF
WOMEN PILOTS

PRESERVING HISTORY: THE DONATION AND
CATALOGING PROCESS AT THE MUSEUM OF
WOMEN PILOTS

— Brandy Ball, Director, Museum of Women Pilots

There have been many calls and emails about the donation process to
the museum, so let’s talk about it!

It is my pleasure to introduce myself. My name is Brandy Ball, and

T have served as Museum Director since April 1, 2024. T hold both a
bachelor’s and a master’s degree in history and museum studies, and
prior to assuming my current role, I spent two years as a museum
technician at the University of Central Oklahoma Museum and
simultaneously served as an educator at Carl Albert High School.

The journey of an artifact into the permanent collection of the
Museum of Women Pilots begins with a careful vetting process. Each
prospective donation is evaluated against the Museum’s mission
statement to ensure alignment, and staff must also confirm that the
item does not duplicate an existing holding — a necessary step given
the archives and collection’s limited space.

Prospective donors are encouraged to submit photographs of their
artifact or artifacts via email to 99mwp1929 @gmail.com, rather
than calling. This approach allows staff to maintain a thorough
electronic record from the very first point of contact. Items that

pass the initial review are then subject to a formal requirement: the
completion of a Deed of Gift. This legally binding document transfers
ownership of the item to the museum and serves as the foundation for
everything that follows; no cataloging begins until it is received.

From there, the real work begins. Processing a collection is a
meticulous and time-intensive undertaking. Each accepted item must
be documented across multiple categories, including its condition,
physical composition, and classification. Most notably, every single
object — regardless of size or significance — is assigned a unique
Object ID number that belongs to it and it alone. A helmet once worn
by Amelia Earhart, for instance, carries the number 2006.000.001;
no other item in the Museum shares that designation.

These identifiers are far more than administrative formality. They are
the backbone of the collection’s retrieval system. When a 99s member
requests a specific photograph — say, 2008.001.008 — staff can locate
it with precision, no matter how vast the collection grows.

The collection management process of the Museum of Women Pilots
reflects a deep commitment to preservation and accessibility. From
the initial email submission to the assignment of a unique Object ID,
every step is designed with intention, ensuring that each artifact is not
only protected but retrievable for generations to come. In honoring
the women who shaped aviation history, the museum treats every
donated item, no matter how small, as an irreplaceable piece of a
larger story worth telling.

ninety-nines.org

APPLICATIONS OPEN FOR 2026!

— Laura Laster, Member At Large

It is extremely satisfying to see a project from inception to
completion. That is the privilege several members experienced with
the successful first cycle of the Collegiate Women’s Achievement
Award (CWAA). The first award cycle culminated with awarding the
flight training funds to Jun Okiawa, our first winner! She was selected
from a small pool of applicants who met the award criteria and then
were evaluated by an outside panel of judges.

Here is where you come in. We need your help in spreading the news
about the new opportunity for eligible members for the 2026 award
applications!

Important points about the award are listed here:

« The award recognizes an outstanding collegiate member who has
demonstrated academic excellence, professionalism, leadership,
and volunteerism.

« In order to apply, a collegiate member must have been a Ninety-
Nine for at least three months and of sophomore or higher-class
rank, enrolled at a United States accredited college or university,
and actively pursuing a degree in the aviation field.

» Applicants must also be working toward a Private Pilot Certificate
or higher and have at least a 3.0 GPA on a 4.0 scale. Additional
application requirements are listed on the award application. This
year’s application is available here: www.bit.ly/CWAA26-27

« The CWAA committee selects three external judges who make the
final award determination.

« One award of $3,500 is planned for the annual award. Funds will
be paid directly to the college/university or flight school affiliated
with the winner’s college/university.

« Applications will be accepted beginning in July. All applications
must be received by October 1. Each application must have two
professional references received by October 20. The final award
announcement will be on approximately January 1 each year.

How can you help? Help us spread the word! Tell those you know who
might be able to apply or those at your local college with an aviation
program.

Consider donating financially to support the award’s continued
funding, whether yourself or someone from your chapter/section.
Notify your chapter!

If you are interested in helping with ongoing committee work,
please reach out to a committee member: Marilyn Shafer and Laura
Laster would be happy to connect with you and provide additional
information. Both are listed in the member directory.

Thank you for your ongoing support of the CWAA and its vision for
the future of aviation!
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SHANNON O0SBORNE:
LEADING THE AEBM BY EXAMPLE

— Scott Weinmann, Interim Director,
Amelia Earhart Birthplace Museum

Some people discover aviation. Greater
New York Chapter member Shannon
Osborne was born into it. Her father flew
for United Airlines, and the family home
was not just near an airport — it was an
airport. Shannon grew up at Crest Airpark
in Kent, Washington, a private fly-in
community where neighbors taxied to their
front doors and the sound of engines was

i simply the sound of home.

Pilot Center
Crest Airpark

Her first job? Pumping fuel on the ramp. Before she was old enough
to solo, she was already part of the fabric of flight, learning not from
textbooks but from the living, breathing world of general aviation that
surrounded her every single day.

At fifteen, she began flight training. The cockpit felt natural. But
like so many aspiring aviators, she ran headlong into the two great
adversaries of early flying careers: time and money. Training was
paused, life moved on, and the logbook sat closed for decades.

Then her daughter graduated from college. Something clicked.
Shannon was in her forties, and she decided, with resolve, that it was
time to fly again.

She earned her Private Pilot Certificate and set her sights on an
Instrument Rating — work that was well underway until COVID-19
grounded so much of the world in 2020. For her, the journey has
never been about the destination certificate on the wall. It’s about the
sky itself.

Her aircraft of choice is the Cessna: reliable, honest, and forgiving in
the best possible ways. Her favorite kind of flying is the quintessential
general aviation tradition: the $100 Hamburger. Any route, any
direction, as long as it ends with good company at a small airport
diner somewhere.

Returning to flying in your 40s, as a woman, with a career and a
family, is not a small thing. There are the logistical challenges:
scheduling, expense, currency requirements. And then there are the
subtler ones: walking into an FBO where everyone seems to know
each other, feeling like a newcomer in a world you’ve always loved.

That’s where The 99s changed everything.

During her training, Shannon encountered 99s members who

were supportive in the way only fellow pilots can be, not just with
encouragement, but with practical wisdom. They knew the bumps in
the road because they had hit them, too. They shared what worked.
They helped her find her footing.

In 2004, Shannon joined the organization formally. More than
two decades later, she describes the relationship with the same
warmth and precision she’d use to describe a perfectly executed
crosswind landing.

She speaks of learning from everyone she flies with, of taking what
works for her and incorporating it into her own flying life. That
philosophy — humble, curious, always growing — is at the heart of
what The 99s represent.

Shannon’s first visit to Atchison, Kansas, came in 2014. She

arrived, as many 99s do, with curiosity and reverence. She left with
something more: a sense of belonging to a place and a story far larger
than herself.

There, on the front path of the museum, sits a brick honoring the
bond between Shannon and her father, a small, permanent marker
etched with the names Harry and Shannon Osborne, 2014, Dad and

Daughter. Father and child, pilot and pilot, side by side in stone at the
birthplace of the woman who changed everything for women who fly.

The Forest of Friendship, that remarkable site in Atchison that honors
aviation’s legends, inducted both Shannon and her father. The historic
Amelia Earhart Airport, the grandeur of the present-day facility,

the Victorian house on the bluff above the Missouri River — all of it
captured her completely.

When the opportunity arose to join the Board of the Amelia Earhart
Birthplace Museum, she didn’t hesitate. She had fallen in love with
Atchison and its story. Being a Trustee was a way to put that love

to work.

Shannon became Treasurer of the AEBM Board in July 2025.
And then she looked at the books.

What she saw made the decision simple. The museum needed
resources. Not in an abstract, someday-we-should-fundraise way. In a
real, immediate, this-matters-now way. And Shannon Osborne is not
someone who asks others to do what she hasn’t done herself.

She donated $10,000 to the AEBM Endowment Fund.

The inspiration for directing her gift to the endowment came from a
woman named Mary Wunder, whom Shannon first met when Mary
was fundraising for The 99s Endowment Fund. Mary’s example,
her conviction, her generosity, her belief that some things are worth
sustaining beyond any individual tenure, planted a seed. Shannon,
now a Trustee herself, decided to do the same for the AEBM.

An endowment gift is not like writing a check for a new exhibit or
a repair project. It is a statement about the future. It says: I believe
this institution will exist long after I am here to see it, and I want
my investment compounding on behalf of people who haven’t been
born yet.

Shannon puts it simply, and beautifully, “We all have just so much
time on this earth. It would be wonderful to be able to help leave
something behind.”

Shannon Osborne is not a wealthy heiress or a corporate aviation
executive. She is a 99s member who grew up pumping gas at a
private airpark, who took decades to find her way back to the cockpit,
and who has built her flying life with exactly the patience and
resourcefulness that general aviation demands.

Her gift was meaningful precisely because it required something of
her. That is the point.

The Amelia Earhart Birthplace Museum is not just a building in
Kansas. It is the physical home of the woman who co-founded our
organization. Amelia Earhart did not become who she was in spite of
the barriers placed before her — she became who she was because she
refused to accept them, and then she reached back and invited every
other woman in aviation along for the journey.

That home on the bluff in Atchison deserves to stand. It deserves a
staff that can do its work. It deserves an endowment that removes
financial anxiety from the equation so that the people running the
museum can focus entirely on the mission.

Shannon is asking her fellow 99s to consider what they can give — not
what someone else can give, but what they can give. A monthly gift.
An annual gift. An endowment contribution, if that is within reach.

A decision, made quietly, to be part of keeping Amelia’s story alive.
A N

Be Part of the Legacy

A gift to the Amelia Earhart Birthplace Museum Endowment
Fund is an investment in every woman who will ever stand
in that doorway and feel the electricity of possibility.

To make your gift today, visit:

www.ameliaearhartmuseum.org/donate

ninety-nines.org n
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Alexandra Kindrat recognized as a Notable Concordian
and Recipient of the John F. Lemieux Medal

The Ninety-Nines is proud to recognize
Dr. Alexandra Kindrat, a longtime
member of The Ninety-Nines, licensed
pilot, aerospace researcher, and
distinguished leader, on the occasion
of her designation as a Notable
Concordia Alumna and recipient of the
John F. Lemieux Medal (2026).

A dedicated member of the Eastern
Ontario Chapter of The Ninety-Nines,
and formerly of the Quebec Chapter,
where she served as Scholarship and
Vice Chair, Dr. Kindrat demonstrates
an enduring commitment to advancing women in aviation.

She continues her service to The Ninety-Nines as a member of
the Publications Committee and as a Trustee of the Museum

of Women Pilots, contributing to the preservation of aviation
heritage and the advancement of women in flight.

Dr. Kindrat holds a Ph.D. from Concordia University, with
advanced training in physiology and neuroscience from McGill
University, specialized studies in human spaceflight from the
International Space University, and executive education from
Harvard University, reflecting a career at the forefront of aviation,
aerospace, and human performance.

A recipient of the prestigious Ninety-Nines Amelia Earhart
Academic Scholarship, she exemplifies the highest standards of
academic achievement and aviation leadership. Her distinguished
aerospace career includes research at NASA’s Johnson Space
Center and aboard the International Space Station, advancing

mission-critical knowledge in astronaut health, vision, and human
performance, with lasting contributions to both space exploration
and aviation human factors.

Dr. Kindrat has also contributed to global aerospace collaboration
through her leadership with the International Astronautical
Federation, serving on the Human Space Endeavors Committee
and chairing international sessions that unite experts from space
agencies, academia, and industry.

She continues to play a key role in Canada’s space ecosystem
as Co-Organizer and Session Chair of the 2026 Canadian
Space Health Research Network Symposium, leading national
dialogue in human spaceflight, aerospace medicine, and space
health innovation.

An accomplished scholar and author, her work includes
peer-reviewed research, NASA technical contributions, and the
2026 publication of her children’s book, Iza and Liza Fly to the
Moon, inspiring future generations of aviators and explorers.

Her honours include the Women in Aerospace Educator Award,
the American Institute of Aeronautics and Astronautics Educator
Achievement Award, and Canada’s Elsie MacGill Northern Lights
Award, in addition to the Amelia Earhart Academic Scholarship.

In recognition of her outstanding leadership, scholarly
achievement, and enduring contributions to aviation and
aerospace, The Ninety-Nines proudly celebrate Dr. Alexandra
Kindrat on this distinguished honour — an aviator whose career
reflects the spirit of exploration, excellence, and service that
continues to inspire women in flight around the world. ~—a
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Careers
Just Decide To Try

By Donna Miller, Colorado Chapter

arlier this y